
 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
As I was recently listening to a message given by a well-known atheist at a Christian 
college, I heard an analogy that should result in a great deal of soul-searching for every 
person who claims to believe that the Bible is the “inspired” Word of God.  The 
speaker asked his audience how many had read Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code.  A 
significant number of hands went up.  Then he asked, “How many of you believe that 
the Bible is the inspired Word of God?”  Again, a significant number of hands went up.    
 
However, he then asked, “How many of you have read the Bible cover-to-cover?”  Less 
than half of the audience raised their hands, to which he commented: “Isn’t it 
interesting that most of you have read a book by an author that is considered “flawed” 
and “self-serving”, but you haven’t fully read a book that you consider ‘inspired’, by an 
author that is considered the Almighty God and creator of the universe”.   
 
Wow!  Those ought to be very convicting words to a vast number of people who consider 
themselves Christians. 
 
Now I know that those of you reading this letter have read the Bible cover-to-cover, and 
probably many times.  But … the sad fact is … many people who profess to believe that 
the Bible is the “inspired Word of God”, are significantly ignorant of this “Book”.  They 
have not been instructed and trained in how to defend its “truth” claims, and have little 
or no knowledge of the overwhelming amount of evidence supporting the reliability and 
accuracy of the Bible. 
 
And is it any wonder that a vast number of our youth, being raised in Christian homes, 
when they go off to college, and are confronted by atheistic professors, become skeptics 
and turn from their faith.  It’s epidemic.   
 
So what can be done?  It needs to start with you and me.  We need to become “equipped” 
… “trained” … and “always be ready to answer everyone who asks you to explain about 
the hope you have.” (1 Peter 3:15)  But to do so “in a gentle way with respect”. (1 Peter 3:16)  

 
Then … we need to start challenging others (our children, grandchildren, family 
members and friends) to also investigate the truth claims of the Bible, and start actually 
reading it … even as a child would.   
 
It’s not an easy way forward, but we need to see that the enemy is diligently at work to 
bring chaos and doubt into our churches and Christian schools, and that we need to 
support, pray for, and encourage our pastors to continue to teach truth and equip 
believers to stand firm.  
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace.  

Carl 


